ABSTRACT
I. INTRODUCTION
History shows that corrupt practices in Indonesia have taken place since the founding of this country or even in the early physical revolutionary period. According to Ajip Rosidi, it can be seen through the romances by Pramoedya Ananta Toer and Moktar Lubis where at that time there were some people who took personal advantage from the country's wealth in the midst of the struggle for Independence. Bung Hatta, one of the proclaimers of the Independence of Indonesia, said that corruption had been entrenched. how is the role of mass media? The question will be described in the content of this paper.
II. FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM
Before discussing the matter further, the writer firstly would like to review the definition of corruption and to narrow the definition based on the context and purpose of writing this paper (wide and narrow definition of corruption).
From the narrow definition of corruption, the writer emphasizes the impacts of corruption, especially on the wider community.
Seeing the large impact of corruption, the public should not keep silent. The public must play a role. Given that mass media is inseparable from the public (community) which can reach and is accessible to the public (all layers of society), it is the reason why media must have a role. To carry out this role, the media must be free and independent. The freedom and independence of the media can be seen through the news in sounding the truth and bad bureaucracy, as well as the institutions involved in corruption cases.
III. DISSCUSSION A. Definition of corruption
Etymologically, the word corruption comes from the Latin word 'coruptio'. 14 It cannot be denied that the role of mass media is extremely needed. Free and independent press is a public authority and power that should be free from the political influence, or free press. Mass media is present as a counter-power that is not only giving news but also fighting against and dismantling corruption.
D. Independent mass media
Karaniya Dharmasaputra in her paper entitled 'Media dan Foklor Korupsi', in the introduction, she briefly presents her experiences and observations as a senior journalist in which she is very keen to investigate and write cases of corruption. Dharmasaputra recognizes that independent media has a very important and strategic role in efforts to combat corruption. greatly affects the freedom of the mass media.
In this case, the ownership of media means if the media concerned is owned by corrupt government, so the media will no longer free in presenting the news and in dismantling corruption that is ensnaring the government.
Such cases are called power infidelity.
The level of freedom of the mass media can be measured through the achievement in carrying out its function as a public force in conducting effective supervision of the daily government's behavior. In such cases, journalists must be free of scandal or bad practices such as bribery.
IV. CONCLUSION
Related to the issue of social life, in which the nation is increasingly entangled by corruption cases, it requires all elements of the nation to play their role in eradicating this social scourge. One of the subjects of this task is the community. The community can play an active role through media, considering that mass media serves as a means as well as a container for sharing. It cannot be denied that the role of the media is extremely needed. Free and independent press is a public power that should be free from political influence. Free press is a counter-power that does not only present the news but also fight against and dismantle corruption.
In this case, mass media is required to be bold and free without being influenced by corrupt rulers (government). The people, as the key actors, are also required to actively participate in media. The participation of the people can be in simple way that is by reporting cases of corruption and following the development of the corruption news by reading, watching and listening to the news broadcasted by the media.
